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A message from our President
I would like to welcome everyone back to another year 
of Council and to thank you for all your love, support, 
and kind words this past year.

An exciting year is ahead of us. We will again hold the 
Remembrance  Tree,  Take  a  Sister  to  Brunch,  Inspira-
tions Fashion Show, Catholic Women of Faith Women of 
Action Conference,  Seminarian Luncheon, and two-day 
Convention. 

We will  be  introducing  a  new program this  year,  the 
Golden Rose Award, an awards program opened to all 
parishes regardless  if they have an affiliation or not, to 
recognize young ladies for their qualities of leadership, 
spirituality, and service. 

We will  continue to  support  our  Seminarians  through 
the  Burse  Fund and the  Seminarian  Emergency  Fund. 
We will Collect Hugs for the Homeless and have a ser-
vice project centered on helping mothers in need who 
made  the  choice  to  have  their  babies  rather  than  an 
abortion.
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At  Convention  we  will  present  the  Women  of  Council 
Award to a council sister who exemplifies the spirituality, 
leadership service that is the hallmark of Council. It is 
never too early to begin thinking about who should re-
ceive this award.  Three deserving young ladies will again 
receive a Scholarship to a Catholic High School in our 
Diocese.

The Florida Council of Catholic Women will hold their 
first  conference  in  more  than  four  years  on  October 
20-22 in Sarasota Florida. I encourage you to attend.

All this will be accomplished by our Diocese, Deaneries, 
and Affiliations with joy and willingness to help those in 
need. I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
in  advance  for  their  dedicated work and support.  Let 
this be another benchmark year for PBDCCW!

It is an honor to serve you as your President.
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Spirituality


This chair would like to mention something that she 
thought about recently when the announcement of 
the relic tours were coming. Here it is: when we sit with 
Jesus in Adoration, we adore Him, we glorify 
Him, we ask for forgiveness, and we ask for blessings. We 
stare at the Host. We bow on two knees 
when we arrive and when we leave. That same Host is 
blessed, broken, and given to us at Mass when 
we receive Holy Communion. My question becomes: “do 
we venerate the host in our hand and 
meditate on the fact that we just had Jesus in our mouth? 
Do we realize that the miracle is right there in 
front of us? Does a relic compare to that? We run to touch a 
relic for healing and blessing. Do we 
realize the miracle is before us when we receive the Eu-
charist? Do we ask for a miracle then? 
One way that helped me wrap around this mystery was to 
visualize the priest, who stands in the person 
of Christ on the altar, extending his very self in the Host to 
us. His giving of Himself helped me see Jesus 
giving of Himself in the bread and wine. May we continue 
to meditate on this reality so that our faith 
may increase, and we may share this joy that will be given 
in abundance. 

With a mantle of compassion to all the widows, this chair 
shares her convention report: 
When the river flows into the ocean, is it still the river, or 
does it become the ocean?  
After my husband died, he came to me in a dream, and I 
asked him about God, and he just said “It is all. It is all. It is 
all.” I thought, “Will I see him when I die or will he be part 
of the all?”  
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The Body of Christ and the Communion 
of Saints will forever be a mystery to me, but I do believe 
that we will be united someday and we will be 
part of the “All”.  
I am now more aware of the connection between the spiri-
tual and the physical dimensions of our existence. I have 
renounced the lie that I was left alone, and I have embraced 
the reality that God is with me always. At the end of the 
day, I reflect on my actions and seek out where 
Jesus was in the moments. I pray more. Some part of me, 
my soul I think, actually seeks out encounters 
with God, even when other parts of me are busy with the 
daily routines. I do not scream at God for 
taking my husband, but now I thank Him for letting me 
have him for 45 years. 
A transformation is taking place, but painfully, not easily. I 
look at a waterfall and ask “Am I being washed by the wa-
ters of my baptism?” I stand underneath and become 
drenched. I feel the breeze of the day and ask “Is this the 
Spirit that flew over the waters at creation?” I feel the love 
and comfort. I look at the birds and I ask, “Are they the 
Watchers, the angels, bringing me the presence of God and 
glad tidings?” Most definitely, for they have appeared dur-
ing my darkest hours. 
I bend the knee of my heart in thanksgiving to a most gra-
cious God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I must 
let go and say “Jesus I trust in you”, because I have found 
that I am in the All-encompassing hands of the 
Lord, who knows my needs better than I do. 
Besides providing prayers at our meetings, and arranging 
for the spiritual logistics at some of our 
functions, I have had the pleasure of bonding with my 
council sisters who have supported me 
throughout this year. For that I am forever grateful. I will 
try to follow God more where He gives 
Himself to everyone and in everything. And we become the 
“ALL”. 
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W - I- N ... 

 

The W stands for Welcome 
From the minute a prospective new member

enters the room, make them feel welcomed. 

Assign a board member or another seasoned

member to greet her and stay by her side. 

Introduce her to one or two other members. 

When you see a female parishioner who you

know is not a member, tell her she is

welcome to attend our next meeting to meet

other ladies of the parish.  


The I stand for Invite - Inform - Include - 
Involve 
Try to personally invite women to the parish

to join the CCW.  The Sunday prior to your

next meeting have little invitations to be

given out to women as they enter the

church.   

Inform all your members of the history of

NCCW and how we are not just a little

parish group but part of the largest Catholic

Women&#39;s group in the country. Let the

women know how much your group

supports the parish and what you have

contributed to the past few years.  Explain

the commissions and the various charities

that you support. 

 

Include all your members to get involved

regardless of age or ethnic background. 

Get your youngest and oldest members to be

involved to their own ability.  Not everyone

may have the time or talent to CHAIR a

committee or commission, but many

members can assist the chairs as vice chairs

or assistants.  Just as every chair need four

legs to hold it up, so do our committee and

commission chairs to support them.  
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This article was graciously 

shared by Rosi Schuhmacher 

– Past FCCW President/Prov-

ince Director 
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Don’t try to put a square peg in a round hole, find

out about your members likes and talents.  This

can be done by a simple questionnaire or by

playing a game called Getting to Know 
You:   
Start by having 10 - 20 door prizes ($ amt

doesn’t matter) Have the women seated at

tables with the same number of women. 

Each woman is given one chance ticket to

start.   Then ask questions such as:  Who

likes to bake? Who is computer literate? Who

has lived in this parish less than 2 years/

more than 2 years?  Who served as a

secretary somewhere etc. etc. ... ?

As each question is asked - all the women

who answer get another chance ticket.  At

the end, you pull tickets for the prizes.


The N stands for Needed 
No matter what job, big or small, always

make your members feel needed and

appreciated.  On those rare occasions when

you have more helpers than you need,

always be sure the newer members have

some tasks to do even if an older member

must step back. 
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Our Lady of Good Counsel Pray for Us!

This article was graciously 

shared by Rosi Schuhmacher 

– Past FCCW President/Prov-

ince Director 



  September/October 2022

News Across our Deaneries from 
the Deanery Presidents

Northern Deanery had the opportunity to gather at St. 
Christopher on Saturday , June 25th for a Summer Board 
Meeting. Each of the 6 affiliations were represented as we 
aired our concerns and shortcomings, shared our successes, 
and our hopes and dreams for the upcoming 2022-23 coucil 
season. We were blessed to have our Spiritual Advisor ,Fr. 
Curt Kreml join us. One main topic prevailed throughout 
our morning discussions- Leadership.  
So many of our council sisters are fearful of taking that 
next step which forces us to recycle our existing leaders . 
We hope to reduce the stigma that prevents women from 
accepting new roles through mentoring and possibly part-
nering . St. Helen’s has had a lot of success with this pro-
gram and are more than willing to share. 
We are proud to announce a new team member Julie Ann 
Farrell who will be our Leadership Chair. Many of you may 
be acquainted with her when she served as President of St. 
Sebastian. She will truly be a blessing with her dynamic 
personality and eagerness to serve. 
Our common goal is to grow our membership while sharing 
our love of council with all we encounter. We have all been 
blessed with JOY that we have found in Jesus and our 
Catholic faith. Now “with a heart to love and hands to 
serve” we must ask the Holy Spirit to guide us. 
We have been entrusted to carry out the corporal works of 
mercy . 
Perhaps in doing so we can gather a new flock that is will-
ing to join us in our mission. 
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To Jesus through Mary and 

Joseph: Catholic Women 

helping others through spir-

ituality, leadership, and ser-

vice. 

-Roxy LaChance, Northern 
Deanery President
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As we begin a new council year, I would like to start by 
thanking everyone for their amazing support and contribu-
tions throughout this past year. Southern Deanery consists 
of 7 affiliations, and we look forward to our continued 
growth in the future. Our affiliates are planning numerous 
family and fundraising events throughout this upcoming 
year, including the Southern Deanery Family Paint Night 
Fundraising Event to be held on January 28, 2023, details 
to follow. Southern Deanery also has an amazing surprise 
guest speaker for our fall general meeting to be held on 
November 28, 2022, at Holy Spirit Catholic Church. I am 
extremely proud of all our council sisters as they have 
shown amazing faith, leadership, dedication, and persever-
ance throughout this past year and all its trials. I look for-
ward to our continued efforts as we move forward with 
dedication, love, and service. May we move forward with 
the courage, strength, and gratitude that is befitting our sis-
terhood as we continue to inspire a new generation to walk 
with us in faith. 

 
In reviewing the activities of the past season of 2021-2022, 
this president can proudly attest to the 
outstanding dedication and loving commitment of our 
members. Last summer when we met to share 
ideas and discuss possibilities, plans were formulated and 
many were accomplished. Special kudos to St. 
Jude for running with the idea of a parish Eucharistic Pro-
cession for Corpus Christi which their pastor 
approved and for presenting a new canopy to the parish to 
cover the priest and monstrance as they 
processed. Of course, the Miracles of the Eucharist exhibit 
was our highlight and was only possible by 
the full support of all our affiliations who provided volun-
teers. We may never know the extent of how 
this event touched hearts and changed lives.  
I do know that member Erin Gleeson is still being invited 
to speak about Blessed Carlo Acutis, people are still talking 
about the miracles, and are asking what we are 
going to present next. Back to the planning table! 
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You are never alone when 

left with God. 

-Anna Hernandez-Diaz, 
Southern Deanery Presi-
dent

We are the Bride. 

-Dorothy Harper, Central 
Deanery President
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In this new season of 2022-2023, Central Deanery will joy-
fully promote the USCCB 3-year focus on a 
National Eucharistic Revival movement to restore under-
standing and devotion to the Real Presence of 
Our Lord Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  
Launched on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood 
of Christ, (Corpus Christi) in June; this first year, the Year 
of Diocesan Revival, invites diocesan staff, 
bishops, and priests to what Pope Francis describes as “a 
renewed personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ”. Each diocese will offer events, online formation 
and resources that will raise up Eucharistic 
Missionaries at all levels of the church! Bishop Andrew 
Cozzens, Chairman of the USCCB Committee on 
Evangelization and Catechesis, in regard to this National 
Revival said, “We want to start a fire, not a 
program”. Go to eucharisticrevival.org or usccb.org for 
more information. 
Central Deanery met for our Summer Board/Planning 
Meeting at St. Clare on July 22 nd . After presenting 
the vision, we are fully committed to supporting our Bishop 
and priests in implementing Year One of this 
Eucharistic Revival mission diocesan wide. With our Spiri-
tual Advisor’s guidance, we encourage and 
hope to set dates for Eucharistic Processions at affiliate 
parishes, for Advent and Lent. When inspiring 
Catholic movies are released at local theaters in our area, 
Central Deanery would like to sponsor a 
special movie nights. 
We have scheduled our September 24th General Meeting at 
St. Jude/Tequesta with a ‘Catholic Charities 
Meet and Greet’ to introduce the new CEO, Dr. Ellen 
Wayne and those who minister in the Walking with 
Moms Program. All are invited to join us in learning how 
we can better help women in crisis! 
As Catholic women of Council; we ask the Holy Spirit to 
inspire our response as we fan the flames of 
revival in our own hearts, our diocese and our affiliations. 
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We are the Bride. 

-Dorothy Harper, Central 
Deanery President
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PBDCCW Committee Updates
The post Roe events have dominated the political climate 
this summer with protests, appeals, and celebrations Let us 
continue to pray for the unborn and the defeat of abortion.  
I would like to bring your attention to an issue related to 
Justice Reform in our state.  When an individual is convict-
ed of a ‘capital felony’ that person can be sentenced to a.) a 
life in prison without parole OR b.) a life in prison with the 
possibility of parole.  But on October 1, 1995 the Florida 
Legislature eliminated parole. Therefore, those prisoner 
who received sentence ‘b’ are in limbo with an indefinite 
sentence.  
Society First, an organization that advocates for justice re-
form in Florida, found in the Florida Constitution the indef-
inite imprisonment is forbidden. There are close to 12,000 
inmates in Florida with sentence ‘b’.  Florida Legislators 
are now aware of the discrepancy and are ready to solve it 
by bringing back the possibility of parole.  Stay tuned. 
Let’s not forget our Planet Earth and its Environment.  Here 
are some thoughts that are relevant to our times: 

In the forest and mountains animals do not leave trash 
behind.  Humans do.  Please behave like the animals. 
-sign on in tree in the forest 

Let us listen to the voice of the unborn generations and 
make the earth the hospitable place that any human being 
deserves.- Gro Harlem Brundtland 

Each year sees the disappearance of thousands of plant 
and animal species which we will never know, which our 
children will never see because they have been lost forev-
er. The great majority become extinct for reasons related 
to human activity.  Because of us, thousands of species 
will no longer give glory to God by their existence, nor 
convey their message to us.  We have no such right. -Pope 
Francis, Laudato Si
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Legislation 

-Teresa Cecil, PBDCCW  
Legislation Chairman
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On Wednesday, November 2, 2022 All Souls’ Day, 
PBDCCW will be holding the Remembrance 
Tree Ceremony on the grounds of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Seminary. 
We are pleased to announce the purchase of a 
new Remembrance Tree stone marker that 
should provide us with better visibility. We hope 
that you will all be present when it is installed on 
the day of the ceremony. We thank you for your continued 
support. This is a wonderful opportunity to be with our ‘fu-
ture priests’ who are working so hard in answering God’s 
call to serve.  
Packets of memorial cards are ready for each 
Deanery President to share with their affiliations. 
A list has been provided for the names of the 
deceased you wish to be remembered. 
The timeline for sending the names of your deceased 
loved ones and friends is Tuesday, October 25th. 
Any remittance will be appreciated to assist our  
Seminarians with any incidental expenses they might incur. 
Please remember to send checks only payable to PBDCCW 
along with your list of names to Roxy LaChance, 124 E. 
Bonefish Circle, Jupiter, FL 33477.  
Details will be posted on our  PBDCCW.org website . 

The High School Scholarships are awarded at the PBDC-
CW Convention. Please do your best to let anyone that you 
know be aware of the High School Scholarship. The appli-
cation will be on the PBDCCW website for anyone to 
download. I am asking all affiliations to please contribute 
to the Scholarship fund by setting aside monies in your 
budget. You may also contribute as an individual to the 
Scholarship fund and I hope that you will consider doing 
that. We will be notifying catholic elementary schools and 
churches of the Scholarship and sending applications to 
them in January.  Please do your best to support this pro-
gram. We thank you for all that you do! 
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PBDCCW Scholarship 

Myrna Wong, PBDCCW 
Scholarship Chairman

Remembrance Tree 

Joanne Springer and Roxy 
LaChance-Remembrance 
Tree Committee Co-
Chairmen

http://PBDCCW.org
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We are looking forward to The a Sister to Brunch this year.  
We will start the morning with a Mass. We are anticipating 
that Father Clem will prepare a delicious brunch. Thirty of 
our Sisters will be given a $25 gift card, and the rest will be 
mailed to those who are unable to travel. We are asking all 
affiliations to include their gift cards in your budget plan 
this year.  Please refrain from restaurant gift cards as the 
sisters may not have transportation or are unable to travel.  
Target, Walmart, and even Publix will deliver to their 
homes; VISA/MC gift cards can be used for online pur-
chases as well.   

We urge all of our members to attend this special event.  It 
is a tradition the sisters thoroughly enjoy as you can see 
from the thank you note excerpts below that were sent to us 
after last year’s brunch.   

Thank you very much for your prayers and your gift! May 
the Lord bless you and give you al the love to keep you 
very close to him. -Sister Angela


Many thanks for the gift card and lovely words! You ladies 
do a great deal for the diocese. God bless you!-Sister 
Elizabeth


…You are all so kind to remember the Sisters…remember-
ing what we did and are still doing for ALL in need.  God 
bless wonderful caring ladies like you! -Sister Betty 
Francine


…Please know that I appreciate your very generous 
thoughtfulness and all you do for so many others.  Know 
the Lord is very pleased with all you do. Be assured during 
my free hours you have been remembered in prayer. -Sis-
ter Mary Murphy


…We thank you for the way you live your life and your faith 
in our Lord. God bless you always.-Sr. Teresa & Sr. Regina


Thank you very much for keeping us always in your hearts.  
Let us continue to pray for each other as we continue our 
work in the vineyard of the Lord. God bless you!-Sister 
Linda
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Take a Sister to Brunch 

Debbie Whitlock, 
PBDCCW Take a Sister to 
Brunch Chairman
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We are putting together a fun experience for our next In-
spirations Fashion Show event which will be held on 
Saturday, February 4th, 2023 at the Embassy Suites on 
PGA Blvd., which is centrally located and easy to access 
via I-95.  We will again have Rose Meyerwich as our fash-
ion coordinator.  Rose always does a fabulous job, and pulls 
from a variety of small shops throughout Palm Beach 
County.  Details will be available on our PBDCCW.org 
website.  

We need each affiliate to assist us with making this annual 
event a success.  We are asking each affliliate to donate a 
gift basket worth $100 or more and, if possible, place an ad 
in our program booklet. Of course, any additional items 
you would like to donate for our raffle would be wonderful! 

Volunteers are also needed for the day of the event to assist 
us with: registration check-in, raffle basket ticket sales, 
50/50 ticket sales, and set-up the morning of the event.  

Most importantly, we will need all of you to attend this 
FUN event…invite your friends…what a great time to con-
nect with one another! We will be attending our Deanery 
meetings to create the excitement…please help us spread 
the word.  Thank you. 

Pope Francis Prayer to St. Joseph 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted His only Son:
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself as father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 
course, and defend us from
every evil….Amen
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Inspirations Fashion Show 

Paula Barto & Luisa Giliberti, 
PBDCCW Inspirations Fashion 
Show Co-Chairmen

http://PBDCCW.org
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Have you started making plans?
Are you doing something new and different?
Are you involving all your members for interesting 
and creative ideas?
What are we talking about?? October Council Sun-
day of course!
This is the singularly most important event to get 
new members, and we all know we need new mem-
bers, so…………..
Start NOW! True Leadership qualities are found in 
each and every one of us on a daily basis.
 

The President’s Affiliate Manual is 
now available on line at PBDCCW.org 

Please send your Deanery /Affiliate happenings 
and pictures to Maria Shanahan at 
stclareccw@gmail.com so she can post them on 
our PBDCCW.com website. 
SPREAD YOUR DEANERY NEWS!
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Calendar of  Events
         2022/2023     

 
           

September 2022 
24 Northern Deanery Board Meeting

St. Lucie, Port St. Lucie
24 Central Deanery General Meeting 

St. Jude, Tequesta

October 2022 
t/b/d Leadership Training
Sunday Council Sunday (any Sunday in Oct)
29 Northern Deanery General Meeting

Holy Family, Port St. Lucie

November 2022 
2 Remembrance Tree Ceremony

St. Vincent DePaul Seminary, Boyton  
Beach-with Bishop Barbarito

12 Southern Deanery Fall General Meeting
location t/b/d

19 PBDCCW Fall Board Meeting
Central Deanery Host-St. Patrick 
Church/Marian Room

24 Happy Thanksgiving!
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December 2022 
3 Take a Sister to Brunch

St. Matthew Parish Hall
25 Merry Christmas!

January 2023 
21 Golden Rose Ceremony

St. Lucie Parish Hall

February 2023 
4 Inspirations Fashion Show

Embassy Suites, Palm Beach Gardens
11 PBDCCW Winter Board Meeting

Northern Deanery Host-St. Lucie
25 Northern Deanery Spring Board Meet

ing-St. Christopher

March 2023 
4 Central Deanery Spring Board Meeting 

Our Lady Queen of the Apostles
7-8 Catholic Days at the Capitol

Tallahassee
18 Southern Deanery Spring Board Meet

ing-location t/b/d
25 Catholic Women of Faith/Women of 

Action Conference
Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola Parish 
Hall & Church
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April 2023 
9 Have a Blessed Easter!
29 Northern Deanery Spring General 

Meeting and Installation of Officers
St. Helen Parish Hall, Vero Beach

29 Central Deanery Spring General 
Meeting and Installation of Officers
Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola

May 2023 
t/b/d Seminarian Luncheon
12 PBDCCW Spring Board Meeting

Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola Parish 
Hall

12-13 PBDCCW Convention with Installtion 
of Officers
Installation Mass at 11 a.m. Cathedral of 
St. Ignatius Loyola
Convention to begin after
Doubletree Hotel & Meeting Center,
Palm Beach Gardens

My plans are not your plans,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my plans than your plans.  
-Isaiah 55:8-9

_________________________________________________________ 
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